Minutes

of Special

Meeting

held October

24, 2005

Special meeting with the following present: Mayor Horace Fincher; Aldermen
Mark Bowen, Gerry Elias, Erik Dahler, Sam Cortez; City Secretary Josie Campa;
Director of Public Works James McGrath; Police Chief Richard Priest.
Alderman
Ruble Farmer was absent.
Visitors:
Mayor

Adalberto

Fincher

opened

Saenz,

Denise

the special

Montano,
meeting

Kurt Castner.

at 6:31 p.m.

CONSIDER EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF ADALBERTO SAENZ
Director of Public Works James McGrath told Council that he and the Mayor had
talked to Mr. Saenz about his job performance and gave him two weeks to
improve.
Mr. McGrath told Council that last week Mr. Saenz had used the
tractor/shredder
and ruined it. Mayor Fincher told Council that Mr. Saenz had
broken three riding mowers before the shredder and had been told to take care
of equipment and to do the maintenance on the equipment he uses.
Mr. Saenz
spoke to Council and told them he works hard for the city.
Mr. McGrath
recommended to Council that Mr. Saenz be let go as he has not completed his
probationary period satisfactorily.
After discussion, Alderman Elias made the
motion that Council accept Mr. McGrath's recommendation
and end Mr. Saenz's
employment with the city.
Seconded by Alderman Bowen.
Discussion.
The
motion was passed unanimously.
CONSIDER PROPOSAL(S) FROM SSCI ON REMOVAL OF UNDERGROUND
STORAGE TANKS, ETC.
City Secretary Josie Campa presented a proposal from SSCI for removing the
city's two underground
gasoline storage tanks.
She told Council that back in
1999 the city had hired NESCO to do this work, but they had gone out of
business.
Council asked if the company making the proposal was bonded and had
insurance.
Since the City Secretary didn't have this information, Council
agreed to take no action on this item at this time and get the city's engineer
to look at this proposal and project.
CONSIDER INCREASING GAS SURCHARGE DUE TO INCREASE OF GAS PRICES
City Secretary Josie Campa told Council that the September bill from El Paso
Reata had a price increase of $2.33 per MCF over last month's bill and asked
Council to pass through this price increase to the gas customers by increasing
the gas surcharge.
After discussion, Alderman Cortez made the motion that
Council pass thru the $2.33 gas increase to its gas customers.
Seconded by
Alderman Elias.
Passed unanimously.
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(cont.)

CONSIDER HIRING POLICE OFFICER
Police Chief Richard Priest told Council he recommends Reserve Officer Gordon
Hanson be promoted to fill the regular officer slot.
The Chief recommended
the starting salary be $1,830.00 per month, to be comparable with police
agencies in the area, and that the official start date be November 1st.
Alderman Bowen made the motion that Council accept the Chief's recommendation
and hire Gordon Hanson to fill position at $1,830.00 per month effective
November 1st.
Seconded by Alderman Cortez.
Passed unanimously.
CONSIDER ANNUAL SALARY INCREASES FOR REGULAR CITY EMPLOYEES
Director of Public Works' James McGrath recommended to Council
department personnel be given the following salary increases:

that his

Robert Hernandez- 5 %
Pete Billalobos- 5 %
Jeff Tillman- 3.5 %
Chief Priest recommended
personnel:

the following

increases

for his department's

Frank Reyes- 4.5 %
Santos Ramirez- 5 %
Daniel Gamez- 4.5 %
Matt Dear- 5 %
City Secretary

Josie Campa

recommended

Alice Perez- 4.5 %
Sarah Trevino- 4 %
Virginia Medina- 5 %
Police Chief Richard Priest-

the following

salary

increases:

5 %

Mayor Fincher told Council he was recommending a 5% salary increase for the
City Secretary.
Alderman Bowen made the motion that Council approve all the
salary increases as recommended by the department heads.
Seconded by Alderman
Cortez.
Passed unanimously.
Special

meeting

adjourned

at 8:03 p.m.

Council agreed to not hold the scheduled workshop on starting salaries, and to
use each applicants' experience and qualifications
to determine the salaries
in the future.

hayor

